Hi Elaine,

in the Sussex Local this month (August) it says 'The Parish Council is ready to submit the neighbourhood plan to Horsham District Council to progress to the next stage, which should be a referendum of residents'

You are only at the Draft stage Reg 14 for the neighbourhood plan and I believe the West Chilitington Neighbourhood Plan doesn't meet basic conditions? You are yet to have a policy on water neutrality and once that is agreed and completed I have been told the plan will need to come out for Reg 14 consultation again to the whole village? You are a very long way off a referendum. 


In Horsham's latest power point presentation (which I have attached) to parish councils it states:

Water Neutrality – likely to impact the amount of development we can bring forward and when (lower in the short term in particular). This will impact on how much housing we can bring forward over the plan period.  
Government changes to planning system – a new local plan system set out in Levelling Up bill, but shorter term updates on NPPF / housing targets delayed

This I believe will affect the potential housing numbers required and possibly the Draft NP Reg 14 Plan as it stands.

It also states:

NPPF is clear that planning permission should be refused for development that would result in significant harm to biodiversity and/or result in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats.

Furthermore, where an adverse impact on a habitats site is identified and constitutes a clear reason to refuse permission, the ‘tilted’ balance of NPPF is not applied. Therefore water neutrality trumps the Council’s lack of a 5YHLS.




The referendum is after stage 18, I have taken this from the HDC website to inform you. How is a Neighbourhood Plan made?

			
	How is a Neighbourhood Plan made?
The stages involved in making a Neighbourhood Plan.











Consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan
Under Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, a Draft Neighbourhood Plan will be submitted for a public consultation over a six week period. The planners will then consider representations received from the public and amend the plan accordingly.

			
	The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012
The Localism Act 2011 provided a new statutory regime for neighbourhood planning. These Regulations make provisi...










These contacts of statutory and non-statutory consultees should be considered when consulting on the different stages and aspects of neighbourhood planning. Please note not all contacts will be applicable to your area and theses lists are not exhaustive.
If you require any help in identifying who to contact during your Regulation 14 consultation, please contact us at neighbourhood.planning@horsham.gov.uk
Stage 3: Independent Examination
Following consultation on the Pre Submission Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP), the proposed NDP (and all supporting documentation) must be submitted for examination under Regulations 16 and 17 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.

			
	The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012
The Localism Act 2011 provided a new statutory regime for neighbourhood planning. These Regulations make provisi...










We will then undertake the following roles:
Prior to examination
1. Check that the NDP meets the basic conditions
1. Ensure the proposed plan is publicised and invite comments over a six week period
1. Manage the public consultation
Examination
1. Appoint an Examiner, sourced through the NPIERS

			
	RICS: Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
RICS is the world's leading professional body for qualifications and standards in land, property, infrastructure...










1. Send the appointed person the plan proposal, relevant documents and a copy of the representations made an independent Examiner for examination.
1. Organise and host the examination at the request of the examiner
1. Liaise with the Examiner on behalf of the Parish Council or qualifying body
1. Cover the associated cost of the Examination
Modifications
If an Examiner recommends modifications are made prior to proceeding to referendum, we will:
1. Explain and discuss the modifications with the parish council/qualifying body
1. Make the suggested modifications that are required to ensure the plan meets the basic conditions
After the examination
Under Regulation 18 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, following the examination we will publish and share the Examiner's Report, the Decision Statement and the Neighbourhood Development Plan. If the Neighbourhood Development Plan meets the basic conditions, the Examiner will recommend that it proceeds to Referendum stage.

			
	The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012
The Localism Act 2011 provided a new statutory regime for neighbourhood planning. These Regulations make provisi...










Stage 4: Referendum
If the Neighbourhood Development Plan meets the basic conditions, the Examiner will recommend that it proceeds to Referendum stage. We will then arrange for the referendum to take place, giving 28 working days notice of the referendum, and cover the associated cost.
If more than 50% of those voting in the referendum vote ‘Yes’, we will bring the Neighbourhood Development Plan into legal force.
If the plan does not pass the Referendum, or does not meet the basic conditions, we will provide advice on how best to proceed.

Please advise me and the 100+  parishioners I have bcc'd in this email how you plan to retract this misleading statement that has been made either deliberately or inadvertently and give them and the rest of the Sussex public the correct information on the NP process and the villages position at the moment. 

Please be open and transparent with the parishioners.

